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Goal: Cieaﬂ atr, water
and sane building rules

" BY BRUCE HENDERSON
) SLaffWrzter
A passionate chorus mweci
Mecklenburg County polacy~
:mai{ers Thursday to begin broad
ssessiments of how major devel-

f)pmcnt projects would affect the

alr, water and open space.

Forty speakers appeared at a fo-
e hosted by the county’s Envi-
ronmental Policy Coordinating
Comncil . The  council, whose
members serve on county boards

that deal with development and

environmental issues, will repoxt
v county compyissioneys.

Some states, including Georgia
and  Florida, review develop-

rnents of regional impact. County -

staffl and a regional air-quality

group have recomroended similar.

evaluations of rajor projects.

Many forum speakers . de-
5mtbedalandscape that’s becota- -

ing rmost familiar for its felled
trees, asthmatic childven, muddy
streaws and packed freeways.

Un the 1950s, recalled retived

MationsBank employee Robert

Barker, a bare eve could “see

mountain peaks from the top of

Charlotie’s mew hank towers,
When the bank's 60-story

headguarters openad in 1992, he

sadd, “émm the top of that bugld-

‘ment In Huniersvﬁle, Whex

ing what you see is 4 line of gray

sinog on the horizon.”

Jeff Steinmetz, who teaches en-~
vivonmental science at Queens
Univexsity of Charlotte, detailed
Mecklenburg’s catalog of pok

- luted strearns. Most aren't safe for

more than brief human contact,
The furious pace of construc-
tion, rising land prices and the -
revexsible effects of development
make local land conservation “z
race against time,” added Dave

‘Cable, executive director of the

Catawba Lands Consesrvancy
Builders and developers w:
the county already has a weat
building rules - too many, # s
cases.  Environmentalists
want the Charlotie region to work

‘topether on its problems say de-

velopment rules vary among i
risdictions and often conflict.
Develnper Tom Pearson said it
took 24 years to finally b
ground on his 450-lot develo -

low-tmpact  design
protects nearby McDowell Cﬂ:&a
“I know there’s a lot of ey for

more vegulations,” he said, “but

we ought to stop and look at the
regulations we've already gat on
the books.”

The forum has its roots in cha-
lenges earfier this year of the
11 million-square-foot Northlake
shopping. mall under construc-
tion at Intexstate 77 and e :
Road novth of Chasdotte.

The rmall developer s

county azr—quaht} permit for its
8,558 parking spaces. The Canoli-
nas Clean Ajr Codlition, # re-
gional advocacy group, said vehi-
cle emissions would pumyp -

bealthy  doses  of  carbon
monoxide intothe afr.
County staff disagreed, and is-

sued the permit without a public

hearing. But air quality direcior
» Willard suggested a pudblic
fovon on the broader envisioie
wmextal issues the project raised,
Coalition president Nam:y m"vﬂ:tt

hsclay



